


World Braille Day Conference
Welcome and Introduction
Welcome to the Braillists Foundation World Braille Day conference that will be held on 4 January 2025, 11AM to 4PM at New College Worcester.
About the Conference
Our inaugural World Braille Day conference is a celebration of Braille in all its forms. This exciting event offers you the chance to connect with braille technology companies, explore the latest innovations in braille, and have plenty of time to ask all of your questions.
We are currently finalising our programme for the day; however you can expect a range of activities available, including the following:
· The Braille Bar: Experience our popular Braille Bar in person for the first time ever. A panel of braille experts will be on hand to help you tackle everything from an obscure braille code that nobody seems to have heard of, to supporting you with connecting your braille display to your computer.
· meet our exhibitors: Speak with technology companies about their braille products, ask your questions, and try the devices you’ve heard so much about.
· Heritage Display: Discover the fascinating history of braille. Get hands-on with the tools used by blind people in the past to write braille and explore tactile reading codes that were once proposed as alternatives.
· Guest Speakers: Hear from speakers who will share their own journey with braille and how it has changed their life.
· Future Plans: Be the first to find out what the Braillists Foundation has planned for 2025, with an opportunity to share your views and influence our work.
About New College Worcester (NCW)
New College Worcester has a proud tradition of teaching braille to generations of blind people including many famous alumni. We are thrilled to host our World Braille Day conference at this centre for braille excellence.
Worcester College was established in 1866 for the ‘blind sons of gentlemen’. It started at the Commandery, a building which had been used as the Royalist headquarters during the Battle of Worcester.
Notably, Edward Elgar, considered to be England’s greatest composer of his generation, was professor of the violin at the Worcester College for the Blind Sons of Gentlemen. In 1902 Worcester College gained a permanent home on the Whittington Road site.
You can learn more about the history of the college here:
The History of New College Worcester - New College Worcester
You can also read how NCW is marking 200 years of braille here:
Celebrating 200 years of Braille @ NCW - New College Worcester
Venue Address and Contact Details
New College Worcester
Whittington Road, Worcester, England, WR5 2JX, UK.
01905 763933
Office@ncw.co.uk
what3words address: ///shapes.firmly.code
Reception open hours: 8:30am – 4 pm, Monday – Friday term time.
Note: The NCW reception will be closed from Friday 20 December. Please direct any enquiries about the conference to help@braillists.org.
Getting Here
By car
The college lies close to junction 7 of the M5 (Worcester South).
On leaving the motorway at junction 7, follow the signs for Worcester City (A44)
After the second roundabout you will be on Whittington Road which leads to the College.
Within two hundred yards there is a footbridge over the dual carriageway.
Indicate to turn left before the footbridge as the College entrance is just beyond it.
By rail
Worcester has three railway stations:
Worcester Foregate Street, 3.1 miles away, which is in the city centre and close to the bus station.
Worcester Shrub Hill, 2.2 miles away, which is in the eastern area of the city.
Worcestershire Parkway, 2.6 miles away, which is outside the city boundary and southeast of the college
Great Western Railway, West Midlands Railway and Cross Country services connect Worcester to the UK rail network. Some popular routes include:
From Birmingham New Street: travel to Worcester Foregate Street on the West Midlands Railway service to Hereford, or Worcestershire Parkway on the Cross Country service from Nottingham to Cardiff Central
From Birmingham Snow Hill/Moor Street: travel to Worcester Shrub Hill/Foregate Street on the West Midlands Railway service to Worcester Foregate Street
From London Paddington: travel to any Worcester station on the Great Western Railway services to Hereford/Great Malvern
From Bristol Temple Meads: travel to Worcester Shrub Hill/Foregate Street on the Great Western Railway service to Worcester Foregate Street
Taxis are readily available from Worcester Foregate Street/Shrub Hill. However, if you are arriving via Worcestershire parkway we advise booking a taxi in advance to meet you on arrival.
If you require passenger assistance with your rail journey you can find more information about how to book that here:
Passenger Assist | National Rail
International Visitors
The nearest airport is Birmingham International Airport (BHX) which is 36 miles away by road. You can also travel from Birmingham Airport to Worcester by train, changing at Birmingham New Street.
If you are arriving in the UK via Eurostar, take the London Underground Circle line or Hammersmith and City line (westbound) from King’s Cross St. Pancras to Paddington, then take the Great Western Railway service to Great Malvern/Hereford and alight at any Worcester station.
Venue Layout and Navigation
Arriving by car
Once you turn left into the gate, follow the driveway around to the left. You will pass through a barrier, which will be in the raised position. The driveway will then curve slightly before you take a right-hand bend. After this bend, the driveway continues straight until you reach the car park at the far end. Along the way, you will pass five residential buildings. At the end of the driveway, follow it around to the right and into the car park.
If you arrive by taxi, please ensure that the driver knows to turn left after entering the gate. Normally, taxis proceed straight ahead to the main reception. Temporary signs will be in place to direct you.
Navigating to the building
At this point, there will be a slope in front of you leading up to a path, with sets of stairs located at both the left and right ends of the car park. Once you have been dropped off or parked, use either the steps or the slope to reach the path. Turn right at the top of the path, and the main school building will be immediately on your left. Depending on how you access the path from the car park, you may notice that the path alongside the main school building slopes slightly.
Continue following the path. When the main school building ends on your left, the venue building will be on your right. After approximately 25 steps, you may notice an opening on your right. This is the entrance to the venue building. Please make your way inside, where someone will be available to sign you in.
Inside the Venue Building
Upon entering the building, you will find yourself in a large foyer. The sign-in table should be on the left. With your back to the entrance, the female toilets are to the left, and the male toilets are to the right.
To enter the main room (the school dining room), stand with your back to the entrance and walk forward approximately five steps. Turn right, and after another 10 steps, you will enter the room and feel a mat underfoot. To the left, you will find a stack of trays and cutlery near the serving area. The serving area is equipped with rails for sliding a tray along. Continue walking forward into the main part of the room, where you will find various tables of different sizes and shapes, along with wooden chairs. Alcoves line each side of the room and contain windows. Exhibitors will be located in these alcoves.
Accessing the Second Room (Youth Club)
To reach the second room, leave the dining room and walk straight down the foyer. You may feel tactile artwork on the wall to your right, followed by a closed door. On your left, you will pass the male toilets, the entrance and sign-in desk, and the female toilets.
At this point, the corridor will narrow. When the wall on your right ends, turn right, and you will find a door directly in front of you. After passing through the door, the room will open up ahead and to the left. This room may be sectioned off for workshops and contains tables, chairs, and a sofa area. 
Traveling with a Dog
You are very welcome to bring your guide dog with you to the World Braille Day conference, and we will be providing shared guide dog bowls with water.
While taxi drivers and hotels are legally required to carry assistance dogs, to minimise any risk of problems we advise that you inform the taxi company or hotel when you book.
A designated spending area will be made available at the conference venue for you to relieve your dog, and volunteers will be on hand to direct you throughout the day.
Taxis in Worcester
A1 Taxis: 01905 24800
Central Taxis: 01905 22292
Cathedral Cars: 01905 767400
Accommodation
Worcester has a range of hotels and guest houses to suit all tastes and budgets. Some popular options include:
The Worcester Whitehouse Hotel: Worcester Whitehouse – The premier hotel in Worcester
Premier Inn Worcester City Centre: Worcester City Centre Hotels | Book Hotels In Worcester | Premier Inn
Travelodge Worcester: Travelodge Worcester Hotel - Book Now
Hospitality
Tea, coffee and a light lunch will be provided during the conference.
About Worcester
Worcester is one of the oldest cities in the country, with evidence of settlements here dating back to 700BC. The city was fortified in Saxon times and our history can still be found in the landscape today, from cobbled Tudor streets to elegant Queen Anne architecture. The street layout hasn’t changed since the Middle Ages; you can visit the remnants of the once majestic city walls and walk paths trod by Romans.
The dramatic Worcester Cathedral rises out of the city landscape and nestles alongside Britain’s longest river, the River Severn.
Worcester Tourist Information Centre
The Guildhall
High St
Worcester
WR1 2EY
Tel: 01905 726311
Email: tourism@worcester.gov.uk
Visit Worcester - Visit Worcestershire: Official Tourism Website
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